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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 

37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 10, 2006 has 
been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 2 and 4-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,855,637 to Yakou in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,914,150 to Porter. 

Regarding to claim 1, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, a method 
comprising: temporarily flattening a sheet (1 or 2, with a vacuum chuck) by applying a 
flattening force to the center of the sheet (see Figure 4, and column 10, lines 7-23; where 
the locking pawl members holding the substrate down against the heating plate and thus a 
force is applied to the center of the sheet, the force applied at the corners of the sheet is 



Application/Control Number: 09/904,269 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2879 

transferred to the center of the sheet against the heating plate); processing the sheet while 
the sheet is held in a flattened configuration; and securing the sheet (1 or 2) to a second 
sheet (1 or 2) while continuing to hold the center of (holding the center of the sheet 
against the heating plate) the sheet (1 or 2) in a flattened configuration. 

However, Yakou does not disclose applying row and column electrodes to the 

sheet. 

Porter teaches in Figures 9 and 12, applying row and column electrodes to a sheet 
(see column 28, lines 37-48) for the purpose of efficiently controlling the discharge of the 
flat-panel display. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have utilize the row and column electrodes of Porter for 
the flat-panel display of Yakou in order to efficiently control the discharge of the flat- 
panel display. 

Regarding to claim 2, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, temporarily 
flattening the sheet (1 or 2) includes placing the sheet in a vacuum chuck and applying a 
vacuum to flatten the sheet. 

Regarding to claim 4, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, applying a light 
emitting material to the sheet. 
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Regarding to claim 5, Porter discloses in Figures 9 and 12, applying a light 
emitting material to the sheet includes applying an organic light emitting material 
between the row and column electrodes, and the motivation to combine is the same as 
above. 

Regarding to claim 6, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, processing the 
second sheet (1 or 2) in a flattened configuration. 

Regarding to claim 7, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, the second sheet 
(1 or 2) in a chuck. 

Regarding to claim 8, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, both the first 
and second sheets (1 and 2) in chucks and combining the sheets using the chucks. 

Regarding to claim 9, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, securing the first 
and second sheets (1 and 2) to an integrator plate (4). 

Regarding to claim 10, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, surface 
mounting the first and second sheets (1 and 2). 

Regarding to claim 11, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, surface 
mounting the first and second sheets (1 and 2) in the chucks. 
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Regarding to claim 12, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, a method 
comprising: receiving a warped sheet; temporarily flattening a sheet (1 or 2, with a 
vacuum chuck) for processing by applying a flattening force to the center of the sheet 
(see Figure 4, and column 10, lines 7-23; where the locking pawl members holding the 
substrate down against the heating plate and thus a force is applied to the center of the 
sheet, the force applied at the corners of the sheet is transferred to the center of the sheet 
against the heating plate); processing the center flattened, and securing the center 
flattened (holding the center of the sheet against the heating plate), warped sheet to a 
planar surface. 

However, Yakou does not disclose applying row and column electrodes to the 

sheet. 

Porter teaches in Figures 9 and 12, applying row and column electrodes to a sheet 
(see column 28, lines 37-48) for the purpose of efficiently controlling the discharge of the 
flat-panel display. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have utilize the row and column electrodes of Porter for 
the flat-panel display of Yakou in order to efficiently control the discharge of the flat- 
panel display. 

Regarding to claim 13, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, securing the 
flattened sheet (1 or 2) to a second sheet while continuing to hold the flattened sheet in a 
flattened configuration. 



Application/Control Number: 09/904,269 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2879 

Regarding to claim 14, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, temporarily 
flattening the sheet (1 or 2) includes placing the sheet in a vacuum chuck and applying a 
vacuum to flatten the sheet. 

Regarding to claim 15, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, securing the 
flattened sheets (1 and 2) to rigid, planar integrating plate (4). 

Regarding to claim 16, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, a method 
comprising: temporarily flattening a ceramic sheet (1 or 2, with a vacuum chuck) by 
applying a flattening force to the center of the sheet (see Figure 4, and column 10, lines 
7-23; where the locking pawl members holding the substrate down against the heating 
plate and thus a force is applied to the center of the sheet, the force applied at the corners 
of the sheet is transferred to the center of the sheet against the heating plate); processing 
the glass panel while the sheet is held in a flattened configuration; and securing the sheet 
(1 or 2) to the glass panel (1 or 2) while continuing to hold the center of the sheet (1 or 2) 
in a flattened configuration. 

However, Yakou does not disclose applying row and column electrodes to the 

sheet. 

Porter teaches in Figures 9 and 12, applying row and column electrodes to a sheet 
(see column 28, lines 37-48) for the purpose of efficiently controlling the discharge of the 
flat-panel display. 
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Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have utilize the row and column electrodes of Porter for 
the flat-panel display of Yakou in order to efficiently control the discharge of the flat- 
panel display. 

Regarding to claim 17, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, securing the 
flattened sheets (1 and 2) to rigid, planar integrating plate (4). 

Regarding to claim 18, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, temporarily 
flattening the ceramic sheet by placing the sheet in a vacuum chuck and applying a 
vacuum to flatten the sheet. 

Regarding to claim 19, Porter discloses in Figures 9 and 12, applying an organic 
light emitting material between the row and column electrodes, and the motivation to 
combine is the same as above. 

Regarding to claim 20, Yakou discloses in Figures 1-5, 35 and 36, processing 
both the sheet and the panel in chucks and combining the sheet and panel using the 
chucks. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed March 20, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's argument that the Yakou reference fails to teach or 
suggest applying a flattening force to the center of the sheet, the Examiner respectfully 
disagree. The Examiner asserts that the Yakou reference teaches applying a flattening 
force to the center of the sheet, see Figure 4, and column 10, lines 7-23; where the 
locking pawl members holding the substrate down against the heating plate and thus a 
force is applied to the center of the sheet, the force applied at the corners of the sheet is 
transferred to the center of the sheet and holding the center of the sheet against the 
heating plate. Thus, the Examiner asserts that the prior art of record teaches the claimed 
invention and maintains the rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dalei Dong whose telephone number is (571)272-2370. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 A.M. to 5 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimeshkumar Patel can be reached on (571)272-2457. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

D.D. 

August 16, 2006 
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